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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This is in response to communication filed on 1/14/09 in which claims 1-11, 13- 
18 and 20. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-11, 13-18 and 20 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 

the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of the 

various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein were 

made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation under 

37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was not 

commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 

consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 

prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 



Application/Control Number: 10/725,432 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2444 

4. Claims 1-11, 13-18 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over U.S. Patent Application No. 2003/0126293 to Bushey in view of U.S. 
Patent Application No. 2005/0267935 to Ghandi et al. 



a. As per claims 1, 6, 7 and 14, Bushey teaches a user interface conversion system 
comprising a processor which comprises a gateway {appliance manager) wherein an 
integrated user interface is generated based on neutral user interfaces of devices residing 
on a home network and converted into a specific user interface suitable for a specific 
client of a user (See paragraph [0014], wherein the gateway requests a control device to 
transmit a neutral user interface selected by the user from the integrated user interface, 
said user selecting said neutral user interface corresponding to a device which the user 
desires to control among the devices residing on the home network (See paragraph 
[0006], wherein the control device transmits the selected neutral user interface to the 
gateway (See paragraph [0014]), and wherein the gateway converts the transmitted 
neutral user interface into a device specific user interface which is suitable for the 
specific client of the user (See paragraph [0016], conversion manager makes the 
conversion). Altough inherent, Bushey et al fails to specifically disclose wherein the user 
controls operation of the device using the device specific user interface. 

Ghandi et al teaches and wherein the user controls operation of the device using 
the device specific user interface (See paragraph [0129-0130]). 
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It would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to incorporate the teaching of Ghandi et al in the claimed invention 
of Bushey in order to provide integration interface or application programming interface 
to applications on a controller device and sends network data messages to invoke services 
or query status of a controlled device (See paragraph [0006]). 

b. As per claim 2, Bushey teaches the claimed invention as described above. 
Furthermore, Wang et al teaches the gateway comprising: a device collection unit for 
collecting the devices including the neutral user interfaces residing on the home network 
(See paragraph [0015]); a device database for storing information on the devices 
collected by the device collection unit (See paragraph [0015]); an integrated user 
interface generator for generating the integrated user interface based on the information 
on the devices stored in the device database (See paragraph [0015-0016]); and a user 
interface conversion unit for converting the integrated user interface generated from the 
integrated user interface generator into the specific user interface suitable for the specific 
client of the user (See paragraph [0016]), conversion manger makes the conversion). 

c. As per claim 3, Bushey teaches the claimed invention as described above. 
Furthermore, Bushey et al teaches the gateway further comprising a protocol unit that 
supports a protocol for searching for a one device residing on the home network (See 
paragraph [0022]). 
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d. As per claims 10 and 17, Bushey et al teaches a user interface conversion method 
supporting various devices, comprising the steps of: (a) requesting, by a user, for a user 
interface supported in a user's own client (See paragraph [0006])(b) transmitting neutral 
user interfaces collected at the request of the user for the user interface (See paragraph 
[0015]).; (c) generating an integrated user interface based on the transmitted neutral user 
interfaces (See paragraph [0016]).; (d) converting the integrated user interface into a 
specific user interface supported in the client of the user (See paragraph [0016 and 
0021]); (e) transmitting the converted specific user interface to the client of the user; (f) 
displaying the integrated user interface converted into the specific user interface on the 
client of the user (See paragraph [0018]); (g) and (h) controlling operation the selected 
device wherein (g) comprises: (gl) requesting a neutral user interface of the selected 
device; (g2) receiving the neutral user interface of the selected device; and (g3) 
converting the received neutral user interface into a device specific user interface which 
is suitable for the client of the user ( See paragraph [0015-0018]). However, Bushey et al 
fails to teach selecting a device which is desired to be controlled among devices residing 
on a home network from the integrated user interface displayed on the client. 

Ghandi et al teaches selecting a device which is desired to be controlled among 
devices residing on a home network from the integrated user interface displayed on the 
client (See paragraph [0129-0130]). 

It would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to incorporate the teaching of Ghandi et al in the claimed invention 
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of Bushey in order to provide integration interface or application programming interface 
to applications on a controller device and sends network data messages to invoke services 
or query status of a controlled device (See paragraph [0006]). 

e. As per claims 1 1 and 18, Bushey et al teaches the claimed invention as described 
above. Furthermore, Bushey et al teaches wherein step (b) further comprises the steps of: 
requesting an integrated user interface generator to transmit the neutral user interfaces at 
the request of the user, by a user interface conversion unit; requesting a device collection 
unit to transmit the neutral user interfaces collected therein, by the integrated user 
interface generator; and retrieving the neutral user interfaces collected in a device 
database, by the device collection unit (See paragraph [0015-0016]). 

f. As per claims 4, 8 and 15, Bushey teaches the claimed invention as described 
above. Furthermore, Bushey teaches wherein the information on the devices stored in the 
device database is meta information on the devices and URL information for accessing 
the neutral user interfaces (See paragraph [0016]). 

g. As per claims 5, 9, 13, 16 and 20, Bushey teaches the claimed invention as 
described above. Furthermore, Bushey teaches wherein the integrated user interface is 
described with the neutral user interfaces, wherein the integrated user interface is 
converted into at least the specific user interface of a plurality of specific user interfaces 
(See paragraph [0017]). 
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Conclusion 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to DJENANE M. BAYARD whose telephone number is 
(571)272-3878. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday- Friday 5:30 AM- 
3:00 PM.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Rupal Dharia can be reached on (571) 272-3880. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO 
Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 
800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Djenane M Bayard/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2444 



